
TH IS IS TH E TRUTH !

lu,st 3O years ago this rnonth, the infamous World Series between the Chicago White Sox

and, Cincinnati Reds took plaae, The lead,ing fi,gure in the great scandal that tollowed.,

the famou.s Wh.ite Sax *lu.gger al 1919, tells in his own word,s hissicle of the story

Br SE0ELISS J0[ Jf,CItS0il
AS TOLD TO FUEMAN BISHEH.

EDITORS'NOTEI. Almost any day of the rteek, if you drive dovn East'W'el'
born Streei on the South side oi Greenville. South Carolina' you'll find *n
aging man rvil} sparse white hair sitdng in the shade of a sapling oak at
No. 119, He will be Joe Jackssn-Shoeless Joe Jacksono sometimes klown as

the greatest naiural hitter in all baseball history. But you'll never firrd Joe's
name in the record hooks, hecause he was black-Iisted for Iife after the great
baseball scaailal broke ia 1920. Jackson has nev-er raised his voice in protest,
though he Las stoutly maiutained his iurocence. In his South Carolina textile
courltry, rr-here he Iives comfcrtabl.v, he is revered as an idol and as a perse'
cuteil man, They w-ill alrr'ays lrelieve Joe innocent. Here, for the first time in
national priat, is Joe Jaekson's olyn story' just as he tells it himself.

Jackson, one of the game's rnost Lrrilliant batters, hit over .4OO during 1911 seasou.

ffIHEN I walked out of Judge Dever's
[Iico.,"troom in Chic*go It 1921, I
f f trr,',ua my back "o*[i"t"ty on ih"
World Series of 1919, the Chicago White
Sox, and the major leagues. I had been
acguitted by a twelve-man jury in a
eivil court of all charges and I was an
innocent man in the records. I have
never made any request to be reinstated

in baseball, and I have never made any campaign to have
my name cleared in the baseball records. This is not a
plea of any kind. This is just my story. I'm telling it
simply because it seems that 30 years after that World
Series, the world may want to hear what I have to say.

If I had been the kind of fellow who brooded when
things q/ent wrong, I probably would bave gone out of
my mind when Judge Landis ruled me out of baseball.
I would have lived in regret. I would have been bitter
and resentful because I felt I had been wronged.

But I haven't been resentful at all. I thought when

my trial was over that Judge Landis might iiave vestore
me to good standing. But he never did. And uatil he die
I had never gone before him, sent a representative be
fore hirn, or placed before him any r';::iiien matte
pleading my case. I gave baseball my best and if th
game didn't care enough to see me get a sq:.:are dea
then I wouldn't go out of my way to get back !* it.

Basebalt failed to keep faith with me, Fhen I gc

notice of my suspension three days before the 1920 sea
son ended-it came on a rained-out day-ii read tha
if found ilnocent of any q/rongdoing, I would he rein
stated. If found guilty, I lvould be banned for life.
was found innocent, and I was sti1l banaed far life-

It was never explained to me officially. bui I wa
told that Judge Landis had said f was baa::ed beeaus
of the company I kept. I roomed with Claude'Eil1iamr
the pitcher, one of the iingleaders, they totrd *e- arrd on
of the eight White Sox players banned. But I had t
take whoever they assigned to room witb rse oa th
road. I had no power over that. (-+ To P-t€E 14
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(-) rRoM paeg 12) Sure, I,d heard talk that there
was so&ething going on. I even had a fellovr come to me
one day and proposition me. It was on the 16th floor
ol a hotel and there were four other people there, two
men and their wives. I toid him:

"'Why you cheap so-and-so! Either me or you-one
of us is going out that window."

I started for him, but he ran out the door and I never
saw him again. Those four people offered their testi-
mony at my trial. Oh, there was so much talk those
days, but I didn't know anything was going on.

When the talk got so bad just before the World Series
with Cineinnati, I went to Mr. Charles Corniskey's roorn
the night before the Series started and asked him to
keep me out of the line-up. Mr. Comiskej' lvas the orarner
of the White Sox. He refused, and I begged him: "TeIl
the newspapers you just suspended me for being drunk,
or anything, but leave me out of the Series and then
there can be no question."

Hugh Fullerton, the oldtime New York sportswriter
who's dead now, was in the room and heard the whole
thing. He offered to testify for me at my trial later, and
he came ail the way out to Chicago to do it.

I went out and played my heart out against Cin-
cinnati. I set a record that still stands for ttre most hits
in a Series, though it has been tied' I think. I made 13

hits, but after all the trouble came out they took one
away from me. Maurice Rath went over in the hole
and knoeked down a hot grounder, but he eouldn't make
a throw on it. They scored it as a hit then, but ehanged
it later.

I Ied both teams in hitting with .375. I hit the only
home run of the Series, off Hod E1ler in the last game.

I came all the way home from first on a single and
scored the winning run in that 5-4 game. I handled
30 bails in the outfield and never made aa error or
allowed a man to take an extra base. I threw out fir'e
men at home and could have had three others, if bad
cutoffs hadn't been made. One of them rvas in the
second game Eddie Cicotte 1ost, when he made turo
errors in one inning. One of the errors was on a throw
I made trying to cut off a run. He deflected the ball to
the grandstand and the run eame in.

?hat's my record in the Series, and I was responsible
only for Joe Jackson. I positively can't say that I recall

Aefie
Seated on the front lawn of his home *ith writer Bisher (Ie/t],
Jaekson tells his account of the scandal that rocked bEseball.

anything out of the way in the Series. I mean, anvthing
that might have turned the tide. There was just one
thing that doesn't seem quite right, now that I think
back over it. Cicotte seemed to let up on a piteh to Pat
Duncan, and Pat hit it over my head. Duncan didn't
have enough power to hit the ball that far, particularly
if Cicotte had been bearing down.

Wiiliams vras a great control pitcher and they made
a lot of fuss over him walking a few men- Swede Ris-
berg missed the bag on a double-play ball at second
and they made a lot out of that. But those are things
that might happen to anybody. You just can't say out
aad out that that was shady baseball.

There were supposed to have been a iot of big gam-
blers and boxers and shady characters mixed up in it.
Weil, I wouldn't have recognized Abe Aiteli if he'd
been sitting next to me. Or Arnold Rothstein, either.
Rothstein told them on the witness stand that he might
know me if he saw me in a baseball uniform, but not
in street clothes.

I GUESS the biggest joke of all was that story that got
I out about "Say it ain't so, Joe." Charley Owens of the
Chieago Dai.Iy Netos was responsible for that, but there
wasn't a bit of truth in it. It was supposed to have
happened the day I was arrested in September of 1920,
when I came out of the courtroom.

Thele w'eren't any words passed between anybody
exeept me and a deputy sheri-ff. When I eame out of
the building this deputy asked me where I was going,
and I told him to the Southside. He asked me for a ride
and we got i.n the ea.r together and 1eft. There was a big
crowd hanging around in front of the building, but
nobody else said anything to me. It just didn't happen.
that's all. Charley Owens just made up a good story
and wrote it. Oh, I would have said it ain't so, all right,
just like I'm saying it now.

They write a lot about what a great team the White
Sox had that year. It was a good team. I won't take
that away from them. But it wasn't the same kind of
team Mr. Connie Mack had at Philadelphia from 1910
to 1914. I think that was the greatest team of aI1 time.
Our team didn't have but tvy'o hitters high in the .300's.
Mr. Eddie Collins, as fine a man as there ever was in
baseball, and me. It wasn't a hard-hitting team. not
the kiird they make out it was.

It was sort of a strange ball c1ub, split up intc tw,o
gangs. Collins and Chick Gandil were the two leaders.
They played side by side at second and first, but the3'
hadn't spoken to each other off the field in two seasons.
Bill Gleason was the manager, but Collins ran the team
out on the fleid. Cieotte was the best pitcher in the
league, next to Walter Johnson, f guess. They ca11ed
Williams the biggest and the littlest man in baseball.
He had a great big neck and shoulders, but a small bod_,*.
He had only been up two or three years when he was
kicked out. Looked like he would have been a real fine
pitcher.

They hadn't thought rnueh about Dickie Kerr in the
World Series, at least not for the sort of pitching he did.
Red Faber was the relief man mostly. We had Swede
Risberg at short and Buck Weaver at third, me and
Hap Felsch and Nemo Leibold in the outfield, and one
of the smartest catchers ever, Ray Scha1k. It was a good
ball club, but not like Mr. Mack's.

I'11 tell you the story behind the whole thing. The
trouble was in the front office. Ban Johnson, the presi-
dent of the American League, had sworn he'd get even
rvith Mr. Comiskey a few years before, arrd that was
how he did it. It was all over some fish Mr. Comiskey
had sent Mr. Johnson from his (-) :o r.+cn 83)
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lfl
?r!'*"i'tt",.!-min who ruled us inel\g-
S;..-'fi"; ;;t 

^i'il min wno cau-sed the
ifi1ilg to go lnto- the courts' He did every-
thins he coulct agarnst Mr' C-orniskey'
'^'itii .fr;;-u;; [;w much he had it,ln
to. iriin. i iued Mr. Comiskev ,Io':-1!"
."i"i-v itr"a coming to me under the we-
;:#';J;i;;Ji--hiE r'tith the white sox'
i/vhil f-i;"" the v^erdict-!.sot 9t1ii^.3
fitit" ."t ot:,t-the fi-r-st one I hearct rrolrl
.,;;-Mr'. -johtsorr. He 'uvired -r11e.coll-
;',"?t"r;ii";' on 

-ueating Mr' Cor:risiiel'
Xnd his son. Louis'

r HAVE heald the storv that *t' qq-
t -*l-t & went to Mr. Johnson on.hls
;.;1ii;;;. r,"-rd-o"-t his hand and q:ked
;f,.;i'ih;; rei Wgon"s be biu gones' Tne;'

='ii-rt7ii. 
"l.tlns6ri turned his head arval'

.n"a iefu.ea to speak to him'"i*a"it'iiii'd hi,r" g^o.,e back into base-
o"ir;;"y*iv, even iT Judge land:s had
i"*'ttii""a nid after the trial' I had a good

"^i"i'- u"--r"".t dou'n in Sarannai:'
cl#eli .i:itlt 22 people rvorEiirg for tne'

^"a-t-tiio 
to look aftel it' I was aitay

iii,**iiiuout a veal waiting.f ol the tr':al-
Thev selved papel's on me whlcil ol"cereo
il;'";;i; 1";.:J iiiinois' I finall1'-opened
up a littIe plaee of business at crlr ano
ffoodtr*n, across from the University

"i-d[i""so, It was a sort of,pool loor.n
,.tdsporls center and I got a-Iot. or busr-

".iJ.}i.nl 
the Univelsitv students'"Y";;; 'mv -trome id Chicago, but r

didn't follow orders con'Iplete1y' . r
Li'*tiea-o"i of lllinois now and then to
;G;;,th;;i-Pro teams in Indiana and
ffiiJ"o"ii". 

-l 
alivays asked my lawye-r"

na.. Ei.il]i.1ine Siort, firsr,.arid.he told
me to go if I could get that lilnd or
monev,"'Tit& kept delaving the triai until I
oersorially-,'r'ent to the State Sup-t'erle
6-""rf :"a-ee, after.which he ordered that
the case be nearo' IheY tried me and
Buck Weaver- together. and lt tooK seven
i,iEiis. tt'"1: uset three weeks irving to
n.i i-i"i'v. and I'sas on the u'itness stand
3"L1'av hna a half -\ftei' it was a1i or-er'
(itlu. "*:- ir-ire. anC I rvent on back to
S;;";i. se:::ec drrrn there, and lived
t'ro-'a 'r--:' '.'.-: .:r::-a Saci to Greenvrlle
to bul3- :r-:'j :1:::-e: -: i935'

I have i'eai :l:-.'.- a::1 :::en ihat I am
one ol the n:os: !::a;-: i;:-'es :n baseball'
WJtt-,-mayre tha: s-::-: r- :''' s:,:--e people
Iook at ii, Uut I co::: :-:::= -r=- -: that
u'ay myself . I gr-ress J::a :- :---: -':::ons
I never f ought my susoer--:: : --- ::--- :--2:::'e-'
than I did *as that I thou;::: I -r:': :;::::
a prett)- fuil life in.the.big -:ag:::-' I
rvas 32 l-ears old. at trre !ll"ne. ar..l. : :::
been ::: :-:e majors 13 Years: I -:ac a --::-
time :l::-::3 average of .356: I he-c :-'-:
al1-ti=e :::'c-''-;ing record for distance:
and i :-=: :*-:ie PrettY good salaries
for ti:c:: :.-.-.. There w'asn't much leit
ior me =- .:-= i:g leagues.

A11 i:-+ ::: i:+:tslvriters seemed to
enjo)' '.'.-:-:--.; ::: -: lne as.an l-gnor-qnt
coitdn-::'- . :'- '-:i-- nothing but lint
where r:-:'::a-:. ::-:i:i: to be. That rvas

ail risht wjth me. I was abie tq f-oql
i-ioi 3i pitchers and managers and-club
owners 

-I wouldn't have been able to
ioof-ii thev'd thought I was s-marter'--i-n""."-iieiit herJis a good place for
rne to eet tfre record straight on how r
sot to 6e "Shoeless Joe." I've read and
Ei"t.i' e"etv 

-r<ina of yaln imaginable
about horv I got the name, but thls is now
* 

i:flLY f*X'"l:$i'' Greenvine back in
rgdb. wL ontv had 12 men on the roster'
f ;;; fl-;i;-ff", pitehe., but whenr wasn't
i,ii"tii"e i;i;y6d the outfieid, I pIa-ved in
i-ii"i^; -oiii of shoes one dav and thev
*oie f,ie bliste.s on my feet' fhe next
dav we- came uP short of P'tayers, a
coucle of men hurt and one mlsslng'
ttnimv Stouch-he was a sportswriter
in Lari.caster, Pennsylvania, the last- I
heard of him-lvas the manager' and he
lold me I'd just have to play. blisters or
not.^'-i't.i"d it rvith my o1d shoes -on- 

and
i".t coufan't make it. He told me I'd have
in-tr"t: invwao'. so I thlen' away the
itro?s Lnd 

-weni to the outfield in mY
stockinged feet. I hadn't put. out muc+
unti] albng about tre seventh rnnlng r
iiit i tonc iriple and I turned it on' That
,.,as in "Anderson. and the bleacirers
i"uiu .toJ. io tHe baselines there' ls I
puttea into thild. some big guy stooti up
anct holiered:- 'lYou shoeless sonofagun. youl''

Thev nickeci it up and started calllng
ine Sho6less Joe a1i around the league'
ina it stuct . I never played the outfield
balefoot. and that rvas- the o-nly da.y r
evel played in my stockinged feet. but
it stuck rvith me.

When I started out in the maicrs a

fellora,' named H-vder Barr and me re-
ocrted to the Aihletics in the middle
bf the seaso.r. We got in right close to
sarne time one day, so rve checked oul
6ies at the statiorland rvent- straight.to
ifri narx. TheY wel'e PIaYing the
Yankbes. and. I hit the first pitch Jack
Warhor:'threw me for a doubie. I got a
single later and had two for three'

elut t Oidn't stick around Philadelphia
Ions then. I went back to the station to
eetin.' bag that night. and w'hile I was
ivaitine foi it I heard the station an-
rlounce.-. call out: "Baltimore- Washing-
ton. Richmond, Danviiie, Greensboro,
Charlotte. Spartanburg, Gleenville, An-
de'ison" and so on. I couldn't stand it'
i u'ent uD to the windorv and bought a
ticket to Gleenville and caught that
train.

Sam Kennedv came aftel me on the
next train. He iound out I'd gone from
Barr. I rlias supposed to €et Barr's bag,
too. He rl'as quite a ladies' man and he'd
taken up rvith-some girl u'hile I u'ent for
the bass. When I didn't come back. he

"ame 
a"ftet' me and found out I'd gone'

That rvas just the first time. I u'ent
back with Sam Kennedy, after he offeled
n1e more money. But I came home three
other times before ttrat season was over.
It u,asn't anything I had against Mr,
Mack or the ball club. Mr. Mack was a
miehtv fine man, and he taught me more
Uas"etitt than any othet' manager I had.
I just didn't like PhiladelPhia.

I lV-{.S traded to Cleveland later on
I and I liked it thele. Charley Somers.
-,-:s o-.rned the Indians, rvas the most
::::elons club owner I have ever seen'
',';s cculdn't play SundaY bail in
1,Tasi-l:i:glon then, and when we were
:1a'.'::-i-:he Senators over a n'eekend.
r,,-e i ::lake a iump back to Cleveland for
a SunCa! game. ihen back to Washing-
ton Suncia'.- night. There never was a
iime rte njade that jump that Charley
Somer-s didn't co:ne dorvn the aisle of
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the traia and give all the players $20gold pieees.
He was a generous man when it eame

to contraets, too. The first year I came
up to Cleveland, in 1910, I led the league
unoffi.eially in hitting. When I went to
talk contraet radth him for 1911, I told
him I wanted $10,000. He wasn't figuring
on giving me more than $6,000, and he
wouldn't listen to me.

"I'11 make a deal with you," I told
him. "If I hit .400 you give me 910,000.If I don't, you don't give me a cent."

It was a dea1, I signed the contract,
and I hit .408. But I sti11 didn't win the
American Leegue batting title. That was
th,e year Ty Cobb hit .420. I was hitting
.420 about three weeks before the season
was over and Mr. Somers called me
in to pay off, told me I eould sit it out
the rest of the season. I told him to wait
until the season was ended and I wasn'tquitting. I wrote my own contraet the
rest of the time I was at Clevelaad.

Babe Ruth used to say that he cooied
my batting stance, and I felt right cbm-
plimented. f was a ieft-hande-d hitter,
and I did have an unusual stance. i
used to draw a line three inches out
from the p1ate, from the front to the back
of the plate every time I went to bat.
I drew a right-angle line at the end next
to the erateher and put my left foot onit exactly three inches from the plate.
I kept both feet together, then took a
long stride into the ball.

They say I was the greatest natural
hitter of all time. Wellithat's savine alot with hitters like 'Wasner. -CoEb.
Speaker, and Ruth around.-I trid gooti
eyes and I guess that was the reason Ihit as well as I did. I still don,t use
glasses today.

I have been pretty lucky since I left
the big leagues'. No'man *ho has done
the things they accuse me of doing could
have been as successful Everything I
touched seemed to turn to money, and
I've made my share down through the
years. I've bee* blessed with a good
banker, too-my wife. Handing money
to her wa$ just iike putting it in the
banl<. We were married in 1t08 when I
was just 19 and she was 15, and she has
stood by me through everything. We
never had any children of our own, but
we raised one of my brother's boys from
babyhood.

He never was interested in baseball,
but they used to tell me he would have
been a flne football player. He didn't
get to go to college. Ttie *ar eame along
and he went into the Navy as a flier. He
was killed accideatally a eouple of years
ago when a gun he was cleaning went
off. I(atie ,nd rne felt like we'd l6st our
own boy.

f hadn't been able to do much work
for a year until Last Summer beeause of
liver trouble. A good doetor in Green-
ville took my case when I thoueht mv
time was abo'ut here, and he brou-gtrt m-e
Qack to good heatth. I went backlo my
liquor store last JuIv and I'm runnirrL
thb business now my-selJ. I had leased iT
out while I was siek. I've been doinp
about S50,000 to g100,000 a year businessl

Some people might think it's odd, but
I still have a connection in baseball.
sort of a judicial connection, I euesd
you'd call it. I am chairman of the-pro-
test board of the Western Carolina Semi-
Pro League. I think that is an i:rdieation
of how I stand wi.th my own people.
They have stood by me all these years,
the folks from my mill country, and I

love them for their loyalty.
None of the other banned White Sox

have had it quite as good as I have, I
understand, unless it is Williams. He is
a big Christian Seience Church worker
out on the West Coast. Last I heard,
Cicotte was working in the automobile
industry in Detroit. Felsch was a bar-
tmder in Milwaukee. Risberg was
working in the fruit business out in
California. Buck Weaver was still in
Chieago, tiakering with softball, I think.
Gandil is down ia Louisiana and Fred
McMullia is out on the 'West Coast. I
don't know what they're doing.

I'm 61 years old now, living quietly
and happily out on my little street close
to Brandon Mi1I. I weighed 186 and stood
six feet, one inch tali in my playing
days. I'm still about tbe same size.

There never were any other ba11play-
ers in my family that went to the big
leagues, I had .8ve brothers, but only
one, Jerry, played pro ball long. He was
a pretty good minor-Ieague pitcher, they
tell me. Jerry's 48 years oId now and he's
one of my umpires in the Western Caro-
iina League.

WeI1, that's my story. I repeat what I
said rvhen I started out-thdt I have no
axe to grind, that I'm not asking any-
body for anything. It's all water over
the dam as far as I am coneerned. I can
say that my eonscience is clear and that
l'1I stand on my record in that World
Series. I'm not what you call a good
Christian, but I believe in the Good
Book, particularly where it says "what
you sow, so shaI1 you reap." I have asked
the Lord for guidance before, and I am
sure He gave it to me. I'm willing to let
the Lord-be my judge.

-r-


